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Abstract

Background

There have been several recent checklists, books and publications about Indian moths;

however, much of this work has focused on biodiversity hotspots such as North-east India,

Western Ghats and Western Himalayas. There is a lack of published literature on urban

centres in India, despite the increased need to monitor insects at sites with high levels of

human disturbance.  In  this  study,  we examine the moths of  Delhi,  the national  capital

region  of  India,  one  of  the  fastest  growing  mega-metropolitan  cities.  We  present  a

comprehensive  checklist  of  338  moths  species  using  8  years  of  light  trapping  data

(2012-2020)  and  examining  about  2000  specimens  from  historical  collections  at  the

National Pusa Collection of ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi (NPC-

IARI)  spanning  over  100  years  (1907-2020).  The  checklist  comprises  moths  from  32
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