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Knowledge on the Noctuidae 
fauna of Himalayan and some 
adjacent territories has been 
considerably increased from 
the early 1900s (Benedek et al. 
2005).  Most of the Xyleninae and 
Orthosiini fauna of the Himalayan 
region was explored and published 
by M. Hreblay & Laszlo Ronkay 
(Bálint & Katona 2013), Owada 

(1993), Ronkay & Ronkay (2001), Benedek et al. (2005), 
Ronkay et al. (2010), Benedek et al. (2012a,b) , Benedek 
et al. (2013), Saldaitis et al. (2014), and Benedek & 
Saldaitis (2014). The Indian part of the Himalaya, 
however, was least explored for Noctuidae in recent 
years except for the inclusion of a few described species 
in major taxonomic revisions.  In the present study 
under ICAR-Network Project on Insect Biosystematics a 
few explorations were undertaken in parts of Sikkim and 
we report here new range records of the Winter Moth 
Owadaglaea elongata Hreblay & Ronkay, 1998.

The genus Owadaglaea was first established by 
Hacker & Ronkay (1996) with type species Owadaglaea 
chloromixta from India, Himachal Pradesh.  Hreblay & 
Ronkay (1998) provided the detailed characterizations 
and distribution patterns by describing seven new 
species and discussed relationships within four 
species groups.  Further, Ronkay & Ronkay (2000) 
reduced those four groups to the lucida, chloromixta 
and barna species-groups. Recently, Benedek et al. 
(2012b) described four new species from Himalayan 
region and provided a revised checklist of the genus 

with the taxonomic placement  of the new species.  
Hreblay & Ronkay (1999) described two subspecies, 
viz., Owadaglaea elongata ssp. siamica Hreblay & 
Ronkay, 1999 and O. e. ssp. annamica Hreblay & 
Ronkay, 1999 from Thailand and Vietnam, respectively.  
      The specimens included in the study were collected 
from parts of Sikkim, India, using ultraviolet light traps.  
The voucher material is deposited at the National Pusa 
Collection, Division of Entomology, Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi, India (NPC).  
Nomenclature, male and female genitalia studies were 
carried out as described by Ronkay & Ronkay (2000) and 
Ronkay et al. (2010).  The abdomen was treated in 10% 
KOH for 10 to 20 min at 900C using a Dry Block Heizgerat 
2800.  Subsequently, genitalia were cleaned and stored 
in glycerol.  For photographs, genitalia were placed on 
a slide in glycerol with a cover slip.  Photographs were 
taken with a Leica DFC425C digital camera mounted 
on a Leica M205FA stereozoom microscope with 
automontage.
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